chapter 4- Section 3

Manufactured cloth was almost upattainable pere &t an

sarly day and the settlers hed 1O depend upon themselves foOT

materials with which they could be comfortably clothed.
The dress of the pioneer men consisted of @& fur cap,
.. moccasins, pants and a fringed hunting shirt. The favorite material
of & hunters @T rangers sult was deer skin, &s it was best preparad.
to stand the rough usage 10 which it was sub jected, and many fam-
{14es from the oldest to the youngest were thus clad. A suit made

of it would last a long time and the styles did not change then as

now. Great skill was attained in meking the deer skin soft and

pliable as fime cloth. Nearly all the cloth worn in the tamilies

of the early settlers was made at home by the wives and daughterse.

A neat r}j_;-ting deer skin or homespun dress &and close fitting moc-

easins made a pretty costume.

The wool was sheared generally by the boys and girls,

and carded spun, dyed and woven at home. The cutting out and the
gewing were done on the family hearth; stout heavy jeans for the
men and 8 lighter article of linsey for the women. Both nhad cotton

i ack family knit their stockings and socks of yarn. Every
femnle practiced the art. All wool blankets were made in quantities
end of superior quality. The 1ittle spinning wheel produced the
SEFGAS for sewing and weaving linen, “tout "tow-linen"
: =il wWaS woven
for shirsts and quantities of toweling and sheeti:
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| ShAere 86 many beautliful coverleta of intricate 'lhnxiLra M
: deaign -
| ploBeser ®omen, in the ocounty that have hee g
generstions, A hended down through the
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_ Chapter 4--9ec: 3.

The early pioneers were essentially self-sustaining, but
the climate was such that the killing frosts early and late made
the working of land a precarious source of subsistence until a
comparatively recent period in the history of our county. AS
late as 1810, the faot that corn would ripen at Marlin's Bottom
enough to be fit for meal was nearly a year's wonder. Gardens

for onions, cucumbers, parsnips, pumpkins and turnips; patches

for buckwheat, corn, beans and potatoes, for many years comprised

n
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most O

the pioneers farming enterprise in the way of supplementing
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ir supply of game and fish. The implements used tor cleaping
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1d cultivating these gardens were of fiome manul'acture and for the
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art rather rudely constructed.,

The people

The psop Wwere very frequently molested when at wWork by

the Indians. On

this account the ‘men would carry their guns with
them and have

iave them always within ready reach.
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"8 scarcely possible to keep a work horse because or

the ralding Indians, so mp« [ 1k i |

¢ S0 mos3y of the labor or farming had to be |
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+ Horses and oxen could be kept and used plows |
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pere in demand, he I'irs lows '€ Ine |
L plows were made entirely of seassoned
rdwcod. I rovement was made r t
88 made by at taching an iron plate
th anq Pulverize the earth ror
¥ " . OW was supplied by & ors bapple tree
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4 1ike a big A, the teeth being made of seasoned hick-
pe

rrames sha

ory ar white oake
The rfirst scythes that were used to cut the meadows

were hand-made by the neighborhood blacksmith, and were hammered
out instead of whetted to put them in cutting order.

For handling hay or grain, forks were used made of
pifurcated saplings of maple or dogwood, carefully peeled and
well-seesoned.

When the pioneer came to need more land than mere
patches, he would chop three or four acres of irees and then
a log rolling was in order. By invitation the neighbors
for miles would meet with their teams of horses or oxen and
assist in putting up logheaps for burning. When this was

done, a feast was enjoyed and all would return home.

It was an essential matter that about everything need-

ed for use arounnd the home be home-made or at least. made sume-

where in the immediate neighborhood. The pioneer wives and

daughters were exceedingly skillfpl with their hands. Nearly |

gvery housenold that made any pretense of thrift had a louow,

spinning wheels, little and big, a flax breaker, sheep shears, |

wool cerds, and everything needed to change wool and rlax into
elothing and blanketa,
“eep were ralsed on the farms and were easily sneared f
by the girls 4 boys, The wives and daughters would sgour,
gard, spin, weave anda knit tue rlecces i1nto clothing.
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BErOown 1n the rlax }ir_'-i.uh. Ui"i‘-!llly & cholioe
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pit of ground, i ripe, the rlax was pulled by hand, spread
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in layers, there it lay upon the ground until dry. After the
riux nad gone through all the processes tne finer fiber was
spun into finer rabrics and the coarse iiber spun into coarse
fabraces. |

The growiug o1 wheat in Pocanontas County in quantities
surficient for self-support was not thought of in €8IrLy LLILIES,.
Floughed in with tue buil vongue or shovel plow, wurushed over
by & crad bush or iuorn sapliug, and in meuy instances lapur-
iously dug in witu a hoe, it was a precarious crop, owing to ‘
Ireezing ouw, blight or rust, The harvests were gathered with
@ sickle. The value of one bushel of wheat was eQUlvaioui 1o

twu uusiels of corn angd exchanges were made in that ratio,

At first the horqE_tramping out was the manner in which

the wheat was thresheqd., where the Crops were Ccomparatively

tramping out by horses Treshly

shod, In this the half 8Town boy was much in demand gas he o

eould ride one horse and lead another, Two or three pairs or

Borses would hull ouf forty or rj

After tremping a while the horses would leave the Tloor and rest
e *h SBLraw w ‘ ahnot
While the straw woulg °e shaken up 8nd turneqd Over, and then the

tramping would be fésumed until the grain was all oyt
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‘i separating the wheat fron the chare the first method
WS 10 throw shovelrulg Up when the wind was h

igh to blow the
GRAIT saway, snd then the )

wieat was 0leaned by a COarsea

Sieve, .-
B8P Bhaken by huan ¢ . .
shioh J tang, and the chinfr would ocome t0 the top
Be raked off in mndrul i
end o ‘his waa luproved on the "winnow-
Leetl™ usumal ) "Orked »
m ] ' ¥ Keod Y two hen, while & third would Shske
BES sheat from & shalios basket

F!unlly the "wlnuuw!ng sheet»
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cave way to the windmill or wheat fan, when the fermers became so

sdvanced in oircumstances as to feel able to pay thirty or forty

dollars for one.

The first threshing mechine or "charf-piler" as it was
called, was introduced about 1839 by Wm. Gibaon of Huntersville.
It wes operated by Jesse Whitmer and John Galford, late of Mill

Point. It was a small affair, simply a threshing cylinder in a box,
propelled by four horses. When in operation the wheat would fly
high end low a&s if all in fun. An immense sheet was spread on I
the ground, and this was enclosed by a wall of strong tent about
eight feet high, on three sides. A person with a rake removed
the straw as it came out. Ee would heve his face Protected with

Beavy cloth, for the wheat grains would sting. After the "chaff

piler” came the separator, at first propelled by horses and then
——

later by steem.

#hen it came to be possible to raise corn fit to eat in

the limits of our county, its preparation for the table was orf

the greatest importance.

One of the earliest contrivances was

=iny block" T -
e ho ¥ block", I'his was made frop a large block or some hargd '

®wood, hollowed out at one eng by burning, The top was lerge

PUL &% narrowed down in a funnel shape and held a peck or more

of grein. rfounding corn for a family of eight or ten persons

2as &n all 4day business and halr or the night on
AFter pounding, the groin wan Fun throug

forated deer's skin,

Saturdays.

h a sieve made or per-
The rine Eraln was useq sop "
“ rOI' b’.‘d "hile the QOAroe ooul
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4 either be repounded or
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